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Ashland Planning Board Meeting Minutes 4 

January 21, 2016 5 

Board of Selectmen Meeting Room, Second Floor of Town Hall 6 

 7 

Planning Board Members in Attendance: Vanessa Charles, Preston Crow, John Dudley, 8 

Max Geesey, Mike Mokey (Chair) 9 

Town Planners Karen Martin & Nat Strosberg also in attendance 10 

Mr. Mokey called the meeting to order at 7:50PM. 11 

Item #1: Continuation of Rail Transit District Proceedings 12 

The applicant communicated to Mr. Strosberg that the applicant would be unable to attend this 13 

meeting.  The applicant requested that the meeting be continued to a future date/time. 14 

Motion made by Mr. Crow to continue the special permit public hearing (slopes) and the public 15 

discussion (site plan modification) to Thursday, February 4, 2016 at 7:30PM.  The motion was 16 

seconded by Mr. Geesey.  The motion passed 5-0.    17 

Mr. Mokey opened the Rail Transit District scenic road hearing. 18 

Motion made by Mr. Crow to continue the scenic road hearing to Thursday, February 4, 2016 at 19 

7:30PM.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Geesey.  The motion passed 5-0.  20 

Item #2: Discussion About Comprehensive Plan Advisory Group – Comprehensive Plan 21 

Update Effort 22 

Mr. Strosberg stated that Ms. Jennifer Raitt, the project consultant, was leaving MAPC for another 23 

job.  Mr. Strosberg expressed concern about how the remainder of the project (i.e., the other plan 24 

elements emphasized in the state regulations beyond the deliverables listed in the MAPC contract), 25 

would be completed in light of Ms. Raitt’s departure. 26 

The Planning Board agreed that Mr. Strosberg should first collect all of the project deliverables, as 27 

specified in the contract, present them to the Planning Board, and then the Board would be in a 28 

better position to develop an appropriate strategy for moving forward. 29 

Item #3: Discussion About Needham Bank Mitigation Money 30 



2 

 

Mr. Dudley reminded the Planning Board about the initial motion made at the Planning Board 1 

meeting on February 26, 2015: “Motion made by Mr. Crow to establish a parking and improvement 2 

fund for the purposes of implementing zoning improvements and renderings of downtown and 3 

related current and future parking.”  The Board instructed Mr. Strosberg to have the proposals 4 

recalibrated to reflect the above motion. 5 

Item #4: Village of the Americas Phase VII – Continued Public Discussion 6 

Mr. Mokey reviewed the draft conditions regarding the proposed bike route, emphasizing that the 7 

matter (i.e., examination of where the bike route should be located and how it should be 8 

constructed) required more time to conduct due diligence and that the conditions supported the 9 

need for complete due diligence.   10 

Members of the public then spoke, reiterating many of the concerns about the currently proposed 11 

path route (i.e., the route through the VOA buffer) that were highlighted at the previous Planning 12 

Board meeting: privacy, security, regulatory validity, among others.  It was then made clear by the 13 

Planning Board that the Board had taken a step back: while the path through the buffer was still 14 

being considered, the Board was now open to considering alternative routes. 15 

Mr. Strosberg then reviewed the draft Operations & Maintenance plan and all of the draft 16 

conditions; the Planning Board provided feedback. 17 

Motion made by Mr. Crow to continue the Village of the Americas Phase VII site plan review public 18 

discussion Thursday, February 4, 2016 (a specific time would be chosen subsequent to this meeting).  19 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Geesey.  The motion passed 5-0.  20 

Item #5: Adjournment 21 

Motion made by Mr. Dudley to adjourn at 11:05PM.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Geesey.  22 

The motion passed 5-0.  23 

 24 

 25 


