
 

 

Town of Ashland, Massachusetts 

 Department of Public Works 

 

 

 

 

Rajitha Purimetla, Town Engineer, Ext. 7961 Phone (508) 881-0120 

Roy M. Correia, General Foreman, Ext. 7964                                                                                            Fax (508) 881-0112 

 

Ashland Water Policy Committee 
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Room A 

Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendees: 

Wayne, Kathy, Jeff, Rajitha 
  

1. Discussion: 
a. Warrant  Articles  

1. Request to present the Policy change related to MWRA supplemental 
connection first (make it contingent upon the vote to approve funding toward 
the construction costs). 

2. Request to add another warrant article for by-law changes. 
3. Per the timetable distributed – Oct 26th is the date to finalize the policies in 

order to be in the Town meeting Warrant.  
b. Policy for MWRA Supplemental connection – currently has 3 Scenarios. RP talked to Roy 

and Greg Eldridge (Peer Reviewer for Southborough connection). They identified one 
more scenario to be included (to avoid water stagnation / to ensure blow out – DPW 
may withdraw at the rate of 5000 cu.ft per month. Request to add that in the policy. 

c. By-law changes would include – Raising the level for Stage 1 from 295.85 to 296.35 
hence providing more time for residents between stage 1 and stage 2. RP has confirmed 
with water department and the treatment plant that this change is fine. Yet to confirm 
with DCR about the same. – Incorporate Penalties for Irrigation by-law to ease 
enforcement of installation of Precipitation monitors and Programmable timers. 

d. Designs – Peer review comments to be distributed by RP. Discussed that the new set of 
plans show 3 pumps at the Hosmer pump station – each with a capacity of 1 MGD. 
Ashland’s request is for 1.6 MGD maximum. The 3rd pump is a back up. Altitude valve 



 

 

will be installed on a current structure and we no longer need to pay for another 
structure. OM and R costs need to be ironed out. IMA still under draft status between 
the legal teams. Full depth Reclamation is not part of the project. There is a 12” Main 
the entire length of the road leading to the Hosmer Pump station that is to be paid for 
by Ashland. 

e. Connection to be established on Saturday for potential withdrawal of emergency water 
for Ashland. Currently level is 293.3 ft and reducing at the rate of approx. 0.6 ft / day. 

f. Ashland Water department in communication with Hopkinton Town to ration usage of 
Hopkinton reservoir water. Currently we have an IMA stating minimum supply of 
300,000 gals per day to maximum supply of 1 MGD.  

g. RP indicated that any changes on the website can be subscribed to using the Notify Me 
button on Ashlandmass.com. 

h. Jeff joined the meeting – Recap of agenda items and discussion points. 
i. Farmer’s market went okay in August with minimal resident participation. RP to confirm 

October 1st date for the WPC to occupy the Town tent. 
j. Rate Analysis in progress, As of now – Our water costs apprx $3.93 / HCF, Southborough 

is charging us $3.21 / HCF for the emergency connection. (MWRA costs additional). 
2. Final EIR process will include Public notices and Public meetings – RP requested a vote from 

WPC to advise preparation of Final EIR before the Town meeting or after. Motion by WB to 
process Final EIR post Town meeting, second by CR. Action item - RP to send a recommendation 
to BOS to submit Final EIR post Town meeting. 

3. General Public – Member of the Board of Health requesting publishing Water conservation 
material at the Ashland Day on 17th. Committee suggested that is wise to point the public to the 
website to ensure information integrity. 

4. Motion to adjourn at 9:20 by WB, second by JL, 3-0  


