
Ashland Planning Board Meeting 1 
October 13, 2016 2 
Board of Selectmen Meeting Room, Second Floor of Town Hall 3 
 4 
Members in Attendance: Preston Crow, Michael Mokey, Dale Buchanan, Joseph 5 
Rubertone, John Rossi 6 
 7 
Mr. Crow called the meeting to order at 7:20PM 8 
 9 
125 Union S. - Flood Plain Special Permit continuation 10 
 11 
Mr. Rubertone supplied an affidavit that he reviewed the recording of the previous meeting. Mr. 12 
Crow asked if there was any further discussion on the application, to which there was none. Mr. 13 
Crow asked if there were any comments from the public, to which there was none. Mr. Crow 14 
asked if there was a motion to close the public hearing for 125 Union St. Mr. Buchanan put 15 
forward the motion, which was seconded by Mr. Rubertone. The vote was 5-0 in the affirmative. 16 
Mr Crow then asked if there was a motion to approve the special permit. Mr. Buchanan put 17 
forward the motion which was seconded by Mr.Rubertone. The vote was 4-0 in the affirmative 18 
with Mr. Rossi unable to vote as he was not sworn in at the time of the previous meeting. 19 
 20 
Mr. Crow brought to the table that the Conservation Commission has asked that the 21 
landscaping section of the site plan be changed to be hardier species and/or native plantings, 22 
but with similar screening properties, to which Mr. Crow asked that the board consider this a 23 
reasonable field change instead of having the new landscaping plan be subject to review by the 24 
Planning Board. After discussion, Mr. Buchanan put forward the motion which was seconded by 25 
Mr. Rubertone. The vote was 5-0 in the affirmative. 26 
 27 
Resident Concerns 28 
 29 
Ms. Walker, who lives at 123 Waverly St., is concerned about the drainage from the Hindu 30 
Temple and the stormwater that run onto her property. She stated that she has had to install a 31 
drainage system in her basement to keep her residence dry. Ms. Walker gave an overview of 32 
the history of the project as it relates to her complaint, as well as her observations of current 33 
conditions. Ms. Walker and the board discussed the situation and the current state of the 34 
construction. The Board then discussed Mr. Chase visiting the site and making sure the 35 
maintenance schedule will be adhered to. Updates will be presented at the Planning Board 36 
meeting on October 27th. 37 
 38 
Signature Estates II – Site Plan Modification continuation 39 
 40 
Ms. Mainini from Guerriere & Halnon, Inc. presented the new drainage calculations to the 41 
Board, and presented the findings of a site visit regarding the berm. The berm may have one 42 
section that is over the property line by a very small amount. The berm was found to be 43 
stabilized, but unfinished in its current state. The construction firm is waiting until the 44 
construction is complete to finish the berm. The firm has ordered straw waddles to be installed 45 
along the roadway. 46 
 47 
The board discussed the concerns that the resident brought up during the last meeting, the new 48 
calculations, and the possibility of extending the berm. Several members agreed that the berm 49 
should be extended towards the road several feet to help with the drainage of the site. 50 
 51 



Mr. Crow put asked if there was a motion to close the public hearing, to which Mr. Rubertone 1 
put forward the motion, which was seconded by Mr. Buchanan. The motion to close the public 2 
hearing passed 4-0 with Mr. Rossi unable to vote. 3 
 4 
The Board discussed the condition to extend the berm 20’ towards the road, with the berm 5 
tapered as it approaches the road. 6 
 7 
Mr. Crow asked if there was a motion to approve the site plan with the above condition, to which 8 
Mr. Buchanan put forward the motion, which was seconded by Mr. Rubertone. The motion was 9 
approved 3-0 with Mr. Rubertone and Mr. Rossi unable to cast votes. 10 
 11 
118 Main St. – Site Plan Review continuation. 12 
 13 
Mr. Curlette stated that the Certificate of Approval with the height restriction condition was 14 
acceptable. 15 
 16 
Mr. Buchanan moved that the Certificate of Approval be approved, to which Mr. Rossi 17 
seconded. The motion passed 4-0 with Mr. Rossi unable to cast a vote. 18 
 19 
Administrative Items 20 
 21 
Mr. Crow advertised the opening on the Design Review Board. 22 
 23 
The previous Planning Board minutes were discussed and approved with minor corrections. 24 
 25 
The recording stopped at this point, but there were no further pressing issues. 26 
 27 
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM 28 


